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REMARKS 

Applicants respectfully request reconsideration of this application in view of the for egoing 
amendment and following remarks. 
Status of the Claims 

Claims 1-4 and 7-12 are pending in this application. Claims 1 and 10 are independt. it. 
All of the pending claims stand rejected. 

By this amendment, independent claims 1, 7, 8, 10, 1 1 and 12 are amended. No ne^ 
matter has been added by this amendment 
Rejection under 35 U.S.C. SI 02 

Claims 1, 2, 4 and 7-12 have been repeatedly rejected under 35 U.S.C. §1 02(e) as b . ing 
anticipted by U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2003/0007677 to Hiroi et al. ("Hiroi' ■. 

The Examiner indicates that Hiroi discloses the "determining a value of the parameter 
based on the feature values obtained by the second process and a reference value" and cites the 
sections 0033 and 0034 of Hiroi. 

Applicants note that the cited portions of Hiroi disclose an operation of the inspecting 
apparatus as shown in Fig. 5. Applicants further note that the cited portions describes "the 
digital image is compared with a digital image of a place . . . and a place giving rise to a 
difference is judged to be a defect candidate ..." The quoted portion of Hiroi describes hov the 
defect candidate is judged out of the obtained image signal. 

First of all, the cited portions of Hiroi by the Examiner does not show or suggest th< 
"determining" step of the present invention as featured in claim 1 that determines a parame sr 
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value based on the plurality of feature values of the image signal obtained for each of the 
plurality of parameter values of the first process. 

Nonetheless, independent claim 1 is amended for further clarification. In particular 
amended claim 1 is characterized in performing a second process that processes a signal obtained 
by the first process to obtain a feature value with respect to each of the plurality of values c 'the 
parameter, and further characterized in determining a value of the parameter based on the f ature 
values obtained by the second process and a reference value defined with respect to the ma k. 
Claim 10 has been amended to incorporate similar features to claim 1 as discussed herein. 

Applicants believe that Hiroi including the cited portions by the Examiner does not ;how 
or suggest these aspects of the present invention as featured in amended claims 1 and 10, a d 
each of claims 1 and 10 as amended is neither anticipated by nor rendered obvious in veiw >f 
Hiroi for at least this reason. 

Reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejection of claims 1 and 10 under 35 U.S.C 
§102(e) is respectfully requested. 

Applicants have not individually addressed the rejections of the dependent claims 
because Applicants submit that the independent claims from which they respectively deper I axe 
in condition for allowance as set forth above. Applicants however reserve the right to addr ss 
such rejections of the dependent claims should such be necessary. 

Applicants believe that the application as amended is in condition for allowance ant such 
action is respectfully requested. 
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AUTHORIZATION 

No petitions or additional fees are believed due for this amendment and/or any 
accompanying submissions. However, to the extent that any additional fees and/or petitio is 
required, including a petition for extension of time, Applicants hereby petition the Commi: sioner 
to grant such petition, and hereby authorizes the Commissioner to charge any additional f. ss, 
including any fees which may be required for such petition, or credit any overpayment to >eposit 
Account No. 13-4500 (Order No. 1232-5165). A DUPLICATE COPY OF THIS SHEET IS 
ENCLOSED. 

An early and fevorable examination on the merits is respectfully requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 
MORGAN & FINNEGAN, L.L.P. 



Dated: April 28, 2005 By: 



Correspondence Address : 
MORGAN & FINNEGAN, L.L.P. 
3 World Financial Center 
New York, NY 10281-2101 
(212)415-8700 (Telephone) 
(212)415-8701 (Facsimile) 



Sungho Hong 
Registration No. 54,571 
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AUTHORIZATION 

No petitions or additional fees are believed due for this amendment and/or any 
accompanying submissions. However, to the extent that any additional fees and/or petition s 
required, including a petition for extension of time, Applicants hereby petition the Commisfc oner 
to grant such petition, and hereby authorizes the Commissioner to charge any additional fee , 
including any fees which may be required for such petition, or credit any overpayment to D posit 
Account No. 13-4500 (Order No. 1232-5165). A DUPLICATE COPY OF THIS SHEET E 
ENCLOSED. 

An early and favorable examination on the merits is respectfully requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 
MORGAN & FINNEGAN, L.L.P. 



Dated: April 28, 2005 




Registration No. 54.571 

Correspondence Address : 

MORGAN & FINNEGAN, L.L.P. 
3 World Financial Center 
New York, NY 10281-2101 
(212)415-8700 (Telephone) 
(212)415-8701 (Facsimile) 
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